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14-43-311. Redistricting of wards.

(a) (1) (A) City councils in cities of the first class shall have the authority to redistrict
the wards in their city when they determine that the people can best be served by adding
wards, combining wards, or changing ward boundary lines to equalize the population in the
various wards.

(B) It shall be the duty of the council to see that each ward has as nearly an equal
population as would best serve the interest of the people of the city.

{€) When the council redistricts the wards in its city, it shall file & map showing the
boundaries of the new wards with the county clerk of each county containing territory of the
city no later than the first Monday of January of the year in which elections will initially be
held pursuant to the new wards.

(D) When the council redistricts the wards in_its city. it shall submit a digital map in a
format prescribed by the Arkansas Geographic Information Gffice showing the boundaries of
the new wards to the Secretary of State and the Arkansas Geggraphic Information Office no
later than the first Monday of January of the year in which elections will initially be held
pursuant to the new wards.

(2) (A) Within ninety (90) days after redistricting, if one hundred (100) or more
qualified electors in the city are dissatisfied with the redistricting of the city into wards, they
shall have the authority to petition the circuit court.

(B) The court, after due hearing, shall have authority to redistrict the city into such
wards as the court shall deem best if the court finds that the redistricting action by the
council was arbitrary and capricious,

(C) The court shall order the council to file the court-drawn map showing the boundaries of
the new wards with the county clerk of each county containing territory of the city.

(D) The court shall order the council to submit a digital map showing the boundaries of the
new wards in a format prescribed by the Arkansas Geographic Information Office to the
Secretary of State and the Arkansas Geographic Information.
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and terminate.

—{23 ) Heshalt-betawful-to-irereasethe numberof wards or-continue the samenumber
of-wards-witheut-affecting-thetermsef office- e ncumbentaldermen-of Hheelty-

83— When the wards ward boundaries are reappertiened changed so as to increase
the number of wards or readjust existing wards so that such wards contain nearly equal
population, the aldermen who remain in their old ward, or part thereof, shall continue in
office.

{2} &) New aldermen shall be elected only for new wards actuaily formed out of the
territory of old wards.

{d) (1) All clerk's costs and other costs incurred in the proceedings authorized in this
section shall be paid by the persons at whose instance the services were rendered.

(2) (A) In case these proceedings result in the redistricting of the city into new wards,

the compensation of those individuarls making the redistricting shall be fixed by the circuit
judge, certified to the city council, and paid cut of the city treasury.

£B)-Fhis-compensation shall-net-excced-the-sum of twentyfive-dotfars ($25:80)each-





